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at least one radar-equipped towboat for 
every 50 vessels. 

(2) Each towboat required must be: 
(i) Able to secure any breakaways; 
(ii) Capable of safely withdrawing or 

moving any vessel at the fleeting or 
mooring facility; 

(iii) Immediately operational; 
(iv) Radio-equipped; 
(v) No less than 800 horsepower; 
(vi) Within 500 yards of the vessels. 
(3) The person in charge of each 

towboat required must maintain a con-
tinuous guard on the frequency speci-
fied by current Federal Communica-
tions Commission regulations found in 
47 CFR part 83; a continuous watch on 
the vessels moored at facility; and re-
port any breakaway as soon as possible 
to the COTP via telephone, radio or 
other means of rapid communication. 

(h) Transient vessels will not be per-
mitted to seek safe haven in the RNA 
except in accordance with a pre-
arranged agreement between the vessel 
and a facility within the RNA. 

(i) Penalties. Failure to comply with 
this section may result in civil or 
criminal penalties pursuant to the 
Ports and Waterways Safety Act, 33 
U.S.C. 1221 et seq. 

[USCG–2009–0139, 79 FR 21135, Apr. 15, 2014] 

§ 165.839 Safety Zone; Large Cruise 
Ships; Lower Mississippi River, 
Southwest Pass Sea Buoy to Mile 
Marker 96.0, New Orleans, LA. 

(a) Location. Within the Lower Mis-
sissippi River and Southwest Pass, 
moving safety zones are established 
around all large cruise ships transiting 
between the Southwest Pass Entrance 
Lighted Buoy ‘‘SW’’, at approximate 
position 28°52′42″ N, 89°25′54″ W [NAD 83] 
and Lower Mississippi River mile 
marker 96.0 in New Orleans, Louisiana. 
The moving safety zone extends bank 
to bank, encompassing all waters one- 
mile ahead and one-mile astern of a 
large cruise ship. The zone remains in 
effect during the entire transit of the 
large cruise ship. 

(b) Definitions. As used in this section 
the term ‘‘large cruise ship’’ is defined 
as a vessel over 100 feet in length, car-
rying more than 500 passengers for 
hire, making a voyage lasting more 
than 24 hours, any part of which is on 
the high seas, and for which passengers 

are embarked or disembarked in the 
United States or its territories. 

(c) Regulations. (1) In accordance with 
the general regulations in 33 CFR Part 
165, Subpart C, no person or vessel may 
enter or remain in the Safety Zone ex-
cept for vessels authorized by the Cap-
tain of the Port or Designated Rep-
resentatives, except as provided for in 
paragraph (c)(3) of this section. 

(2) For this section the Pilot direct-
ing the movement of the large cruise 
ship under the authority of the master 
has the authority to allow other ves-
sels to enter the safety zone when nec-
essary. 

(3) All vessels are prohibited from en-
tering this safety zone unless author-
ized as follows: 

(i) Vessels that have made suitable 
passing or overtaking arrangements 
with the pilot onboard the large cruise 
ship may enter into this safety zone in 
accordance with those agreed upon ar-
rangements. 

(ii) Moored vessels or vessels an-
chored in a designated anchorage area 
may remain in their current moored or 
anchored position while the large 
cruise ship transits the area. 

(iii) Barge Fleets or vessels working 
a fleet may continue their current op-
erations while the large cruise ship 
transits the area. 

(4) Vessels requiring a deviation from 
this rule must request permission from 
the Captain of the Port New Orleans. 
The Captain of the Port New Orleans 
may be contacted at (504) 365–2210. 

[USCG–2010–0012, 77 FR 65818, Oct. 31, 2012] 

§ 165.840 Regulated Navigation Area, 
Gulf of Mexico: Mississippi Canyon 
Block 20, South of New Orleans, LA. 

(a) Location. The following area is a 
Regulated Navigation Area: A 300-foot 
diameter area at the water surface cen-
tered on the following coordinates: 
28°56’12.619’’N, 008°58’10.303’’W, and ex-
tending the entire water column from 
the surface to the seabed. 

(b) Regulations. (1) In accordance with 
the general regulations in § 165.11 of 
this part, all vessels are prohibited 
from anchoring, mooring, fishing, or 
otherwise loitering in the above de-
scribed area except as authorized by 
the Captain of the Port, New Orleans. 
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